
 

 

What is
The Lak
conditio
requires
Agreem
informat
give us 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The La
The Lak
draining
unpredic
have im
importan

Methodo
applicat
the LEB
monitori

How ar
 

 

 

 

 

2002
 

 

 

 

 

2nd LEB 
Ministeria

Forum 
meeting 
October 

2002 
Birdsville 

the
 the Lake Eyre Basin Rivers Assessment and why are we doing it? 
e Eyre Basin (LEB) Rivers Assessment is a monitoring program designed to assess the 
n of watercourses and catchments within the LEB ‘Agreement Area’. The LEB Agreement 
 the assessment to be completed as soon as possible after the commencement of the 
ent, and thereafter every ten years. To enable this formal reporting every ten years, 
ion will need to be collected routinely in the intervening years. The assessment is essential to 
a picture how well we are using and managing the natural resources of the Basin. 
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e Eyre Basin, occupying almost one sixth of Australia, is among the world’s largest internally 
 river systems. The rivers of the Basin are unique on a world scale, with highly variable and 
table flow regimes creating a distinctive ‘boom and bust’ ecology. Both high and low flows 

portant ecological functions, and overall flow patterns, rather than just individual floods, are 
t to maintain the ecology of the Basin. 

logies for assessing rivers and catchments elsewhere in Australia and the world have limited 
ion to the ephemeral rivers of a large, internal basin spanning multiple jurisdictions such as 
. In this regard, the Rivers Assessment is the first of its kind in the world, and designing a 
ng and assessment program for this purpose is a major challenge. 
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Developing a methodology for monitoring 
A draft methodology for the Rivers Assessment was developed in 2004 by the Centre for Riverine 
Landscapes at Griffith University, and has been reviewed by independent scientists. 

In March this year, a workshop of scientists, technicians, government officers and community 
representatives was held in Brisbane to discuss the recommendations in the methodology and some 
further questions posed by it, and to plan the initial monitoring work for the assessment. 

What kind of monitoring will be done? 
Values of the Basin already identified under the LEB Agreement 

and in community plans (such as the Cooper’s Creek and 
Georgina and Diamantina Catchment Strategic Plans) 

 
In compiling the

assessment
methodology,

Griffith University
focussed on:

 

 
Issues or threats in the Basin already identified by the Basin 
community, governments and scientists in earlier planning.  

They divided the basin into an upper region of Headwaters, a middle region of Channels and 
Waterholes, and a lower region of Terminating Wetlands (salt lakes) and recommended that in 
order to get a reliable picture of the health of the Basin, four different sorts of monitoring will be 
needed, with different attributes to be monitored for each one: 
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